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Background
City Council approved an All Ages and Abilities (AAA) cycling network in 2016 to make bicycling 
a safe and attractive option for our growing community. This network fits with the City’s Official 
Community Plan, Sustainable Mobility Strategy and Climate Leadership Plan. In August 2021, 
Council approved the complete street design for the Gorge Road project.

Project Highlights
Gorge Road (Nanaimo Street to Harriet Road)

Who did the City talk with?
• The Gorge Road project has been part of the City’s cycling network 

plans since 1995. Public engagement to confirm its place in the 
priority AAA cycling network took place as part of the network 
planning and development process from 2014 to 2016.

• The route and design approach was confirmed as part of the 2017 
Burnside-Gorge local area plan which included comprehensive 
public engagement over two years.

• Consultation with agency partners including the District of Saanich, 
BC Transit, ICBC, Victoria Police, Victoria Fire, and BC Emergency 
Health Services continued during the design process.

• The City is working closely with the District of Saanich on common 
design treatments for Gorge Road to provide a consistent AAA 
corridor for the entire length of Gorge Road – from Government 
Street to Admirals Road.

About the Project
PROJECT SCOPE
The Gorge Road project is a 1.8km corridor from Nanaimo Street to Harriet 
Road. It includes one-way protected bike lanes on each side of the road,  
road paving, new crosswalks, accessibility upgrades, traffic signal upgrades, 
cyclist and pedestrian safety upgrades and landscaping.

NETWORK CONNECTIONS
This project provides an east-west connection from the north end of the 
downtown core to the Burnside-Gorge neighbourhood and to City limits. 
Planned protected bike lanes in the District of Saanich which will extend the 
route to Admirals Road, creating a seamless AAA Inter-municipal route.

SAFETY
This project will significantly improve safety of all road users by adding 
protected cycling facilities on a high-volume arterial road and adding new 
pedestrian and bike crossings.

active transportation improvements and connections 
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To get project updates on this and other bicycle network projects, email engage@victoria.ca.

To learn more about Victoria’s All Ages and Abilities cycling network, visit victoria.ca/cycling.
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How can I stay informed?
To get project updates on this and other bicycle network projects, email engage@victoria.ca.

To learn more about Victoria’s All Ages and Abilities cycling network, visit victoria.ca/cycling
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Network Planning
This project has been identified as a 
key cycling corridor for over 25 years 
and has been supported through 
several public engagement processes. 
This route is identified as a priority in 
the in the CRD Regional Pedestrian 
and Cycling Master Plan and in 2012, 
the route was approved in the Official 
Community Plan. In 2016 Council 
approved the corridor as part of the 
priority AAA cycling network.

Engagement &  
Design Refinements
Various design scenarios were explored to balance 
the needs of different road users while managing 
traffic volume and transit service. Key themes in 
the planning and design process included taking a 
coordinated approach to achieve a consistent AAA 
facility on the whole corridor and considering the 
needs of frequent transit. The preferred one-way 
protected bike lanes design approach was confirmed 
through the 2017 Burnside-Gorge Local Area Plan 
which included comprehensive public engagement.

Council 
Approvals  
& Next Steps
The project and complete 
streets design were approved 
by Council in August 2021. 
Construction is planned to 
start in spring/summer 2023
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